
 







 



 
This page and the facing page demonstrate the raw state of the sheet 
music exported from MuseScore, after careful experimentation to find 
the closest page dimensions, clefs, and layout settings to Elizabethan 
scores like the one on the preceding pages. Note the variations in 
spelling (particularly in the Tenor part) used to conserve line space, a 
common practice in these songbooks. 
 
I then edited out the barlines that weren’t used in the period lute 
layouts, and used the set of mensural music symbols on the right (a 
template I assembled primarily from special fonts in MuseScore) to 
replace the notes, rests, accidentals, and clefs. Finally, I added symbols 
to indicate the continuation of a measure, or no more music on a line, 
and utilized illuminations of the first letter in the opening verse that I 
found online to replicate period practice. 

 
While this is a very different approach to creating a period music 
score from hand-inked scribe work, I believe this process is in some 
ways a closer emulation of the typesetting process used to create the 
two-page layouts that were used in published lute songbooks in the 
Elizabethan era. 



 


